Session 7: Engaging the Bible with Family

Learn it...

Biblical passages about the Bible and family
1. Deut. 6
2. Psalm 78
3. Ephesians 5-6
a. Husbands, you have a responsibility to talk with your wife about the Bible.
b. Women, you have a responsibility to talk with your husband about the Bible.
c. Parents, you have a responsibility to talk to your children about the Bible.

Historical Quotes about the Bible and Family

Charles Spurgeon - One of the most helpful hours of my visits to Westwood was the hour of family
prayer. At six o’clock all the household gathered into the study for worship. Usually Mr. Spurgeon
would himself lead the devotions. The portion read was invariably accompanied with exposition. How
amazingly helpful those homely and gracious comments were. | remember, especially, his reading of
the twenty-fourth of Luke: “Jesus Himself drew near and went with them.” How sweetly he talked
upon having Jesus with us wherever we go. Not only to have Him draw near at special seasons, but to
go with us whatever labour we undertake. . . . Then, how full of tender pleading, of serene confidence
in God, of world-embracing sympathy were his prayers. . .. His public prayers were an inspiration and
benediction, but his prayers with the family were to me more wonderful still. . . . Mr. Spurgeon, when
bowed before God in family prayer, appeared a grander man even than when holding thousands
spellbound by his oratory.

2 Areas of Family Bible Engagement

1. Reading with your spouse

a. Read through a book of the Bible together.
b. Read through a book of the Bible separately and talk about it.
c. Discuss applications that are specific to your family:
i. How does this apply to our parenting? Our finances? Our family relationships? Our
entertainment choices? Our marriage?

2. Reading with your kids/grandkids

Be intentional — What are you going to read?
Be Consistent — When are you going to read?
Be Fun
Be Brief
Be Flexible
Be Patient
i. Strive for faithfulness in family worship, not immediate results. | fully understand that
what you may see night-after-night, week-after-week, month-after-month, year-after-
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year in family worship may be uneventful. Just realize that the effects are rarely
immediate. Usually they’re cumulative.
ii. Whitney, Donald S.. Family Worship (p. 66). Crossway.

TALK ABOUT IT...

Pair up with your spouse, or a few people in the same situation in life as you (Grandparent, single, etc...) and
make a plan to engage the Bible with your family. Use the following questions:

1.
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How often could our family realistically read the Bible each week?

What time of the week would be best for reading?

What level of Bible reading can our family handle? (Whole books, Narrative stories, Children’s Bibles)
What are some ways our family can make Bible reading time fun?

What obstacles will we encounter as we read the Bible together?

LIVEIT...

Homework for the week!

Engage the Bible with you family at least 2 times this week. If you’re married and have children, try engaging
the Bible once with your spouse and once with your children.



