
Session 1: God’s Purpose for Bible Engagement. 
 
LEARN IT… 

 
“Discipline without ______________ is drudgery” 

-Don Whitney 
 
Bad Reasons to read the Bible 
 

1. The Genie in a bottle approach – To get God to Bless you 
2. The Social Ladder approach – To Get others to praise you  
3. Chicken noodle Soup for the Soul approach – To feel better about yourself 
4. Fortune Teller Approach – To find out specific details about your future 
5. The weapon closet approach – To find a proof text to win an argument 

 
God’s reasons for reading the Bible 
 
To increasingly reflect his ____________ through ________________ with him and to help others do the same! 
 
KNOW, GROW, SHOW 
 
Let’s see how the Bible helps us accomplish these three aspects.  
 

1. KNOW: The Bible helps us know God for his Glory 
 

a. Psalm 19 
b. The Bible itself shows that our ultimate goal in reading the Bible is that God’s infinite worth and 

beauty would be exalted in the everlasting, white-hot worship of the blood-bought bride of 
Christ from every people, language, tribe, and nation.8 -John Piper, Reading the Bible 
Supernaturally. 
 

2. GROW: The Bible helps us grow to become more like Jesus for his Glory 
 

a. 2 Timothy 3:16 
b. Bible study will only give enjoyment if conforming to our Creator in belief and behavior, 

through trust and obedience, is its goal. Bible study for our own pleasure rather for God ends 
up giving pleasure neither to Him nor to us.9 – J.I. Packer, God has Spoken. 

 
3. SHOW: The Bible prepares us to help others know and grow for God’s glory. 

 
a. 2 Timothy 4:2 – Preachers are called to preach the Word as they lead their churches to be more 

like Christ.  
b. Colossians 3:16 – Believers are called to let the Word dwell in them and guide them as they 

teach one another. 
 

                                                        
8 John Piper, Reading the Bible Supernaturally: Seeing and Savoring the Glory of God in Scripture (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2017), 39. 
9 J. I Packer, God Has Spoken (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1988), 9. 



TALK ABOUT IT… 
 
If engaging the Bible is this important, we need to find as many ways to engage it as possible.  
 
Break up into groups of 3-4 and make a list of every possible way of engaging the Bible. Try to be exhaustive.  
 

LIVE IT… 
 
For this week, let’s start engaging with the Bible more by intentionally reading through a few passages of 
Scripture using the schedule below. To keep it easy, let’s shoot for reading at least 4 days this week. Doesn’t 
matter what days. 
 
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 
Genesis 1 Genesis 2 Genesis 3 Genesis 4 
Matthew 1 Matthew 2 Matthew 3 Mathew 4 
Acts 1 Acts 2 Acts 3 Acts 4 

 
  


